
Contact 
De committee Cookaβurra '11 consists of the following people: 
 

• Monique Ankoné, Chairman 
• Jelle Blijleven, Treasurer 
• Keri Vos, Commissioner for business relations  
• Martine Schroor, Commissioner for business relations 
• Kim van Oost, Commissioner for excursion program 

 
De committee can be contacted by the following means: 
 
  Foundation GBE-FMF 
  Cookaβurra '11 
  Nijenborgh 4 
  9747 AG Groningen 
  The Netherlands 
 
Tel:  +31 (0)50 363 4948 
E-mail:  cookaburra@fmf.nl 
Website: http://cookaburra.fmf.nl  
 

Board of recommendation 
Our board of recommendation consists of the following people: 
 

• Mr. Dr. J.P. Rehwinkel 
Mayor of Groningen 

• Prof. Dr. J. Knoester 
 Dean of the Faculty of Natural Sciences of the University 
of Groningen 

• Prof. Dr. K.H.K.J. Jungmann 
Director of Kernfysisch Versneller Instituut  

• Drs. P. de Wit 
President-Director of Shell Nederland B.V. 

• Ms. L. Morton 
Ambassador of Australia to the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands 

• Dhr. C.W. Andreae 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to 
Australia 
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Introduction 
This brochure contains an introduction to the study tour organized by the  
committee Cookaβurra '11. In April and May 2011 Australia will be visited  
during a three week period. 

The Foundation GBE-FMF 
The foundation Grote Buitenlandse Excursie(s) – Fysisch Mathematische 
Faculteitsvereniging (‘Great Foreign Excursion –Student Association of the 
Faculty of Physics and Mathematics’), pursues an educational goal: to 
organize a tour with both scientific and cultural aspects to a destination 
outside of Europe. For each tour a committee is commisioned. 
 
These study tours are organized for members of the FMF. They are students 
in Computer Science, (Applied) Mathematics, (Applied) Physics, Biomedical 
Technology or Astronomy at the University of Groningen. 
 
In past years, the foundation organized study tours to the United States and 
Mexico (committee ManeaX '03), to China and Malaysia (committee STARS 
'05), to South Korea and Taiwan (committee Orange Tigers '07) and to Brazil 
and Argentina (committee Iguazú '09). 

The Study Association FMF 
The FMF is an association for students, by students. It frequently organizes 
activities contributing to the students’ scientific education, such as symposia 
and excursions to companies or research institutes. Furthermore, all kinds of 
social activities keep the FMF members acquainted, like parties and sporting 
events. The association has over 500 members; it is the most important 
technical student association of the University of Groningen. 

Study tour Cookaβurra '11 
The main goal for this excursion is to take participants to Australia and 
inform them of the scientific activities and give them a notion of culture and 
every day life in this country.  
 
The trip will extend over three weeks. Approximately two thirds of the 
program is planned to consist of visits to interesting scientific institutes and 
companies. About one third of the time will be spent on visits to cultural and 
natural hotspots.  
 
 
 

Science and Technology 
Because the main goal of this excursion is to let the students of the FMF get 
to know a bit about the science and technology in Australia, the major part of 
the daily program will exist of excursions to universities, research institutes 
and science companies. 
 
At first we will visit Melbourne where we can visit several universities and 
museums. A very well-known university in this city is the University of 
Melbourne, which has a science and technology faculty. Also the University of 
Victoria is a big university and it is worth a visit. 
Besides these universities there is also a very interesting museum, called 
Museum Victoria, which is situated in Melbourne at four different locations. 
For our students the part ‘Scienceworks’ seems the most interesting.  
 
After Melbourne we will visit Sydney. Also in Sydney there are several 
universities and other scientific attractions which we will visit. For instance 
Sydney has a Powerhouse Museum, a Sydney Observatory and an UWS 
Observatory which has an astronomy night once a month. 
 
The biggest university is called: the University of Sydney, which is also the 
oldest university of Australia. This university has a science and technology 
faculty too. 

The Australian Culture 
Australia is a country which is well-known for a few things. For example 
Australia is the country of the backpackers, of the kangaroos, the 
aboriginals, the ranches, the Australian Open and of course the country has a 
beautiful scenery. Most of the people don’t know that Australia is also one of 
the few countries where one can find the Kookaburra, also known as ‘the 
laughing bird’. This little bird was the inspiration for the name of our 
committee. 
 
Besides all this, Australia is also a country where public transport is very 
good en very cheap.  
 
Melbourne is the city of the museums and the sculpture parks. Some parts of 
the city are really worth a visit, for instance Chinatown. And from Melbourne 
one can make a tour along the coast, called The Big Ocean Route. 
 
In Sydney we want to visit the Sydney Opera House, the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge, Bondi Beach and maybe the Sydney Olympic Park. 


